LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER       133
since '62. Well, I declare. Perhaps I didn't think McClellan could be elected. Not on the platform. Well, to be sure, that is an objection, etc. etc.
Now, having said nothing in all that conversation, what do you suppose the scamp will say I said. I am getting better, I believe, and I hope to be quite well. Dr. McCormick, who returned last night, advises me to go down to the fort to get well, but I guess I shall get over it without that. There is no attraction at the fort now. Goodbye, dearest, I would give a good deal for a kiss and good morning.             -r.
From Mrs. Butler to General Butler
LOWELL, Sept. UOi, '64
DEAREST: You write that you are ill, or rather that you are recovering from sickness. There is no great earnestness in your letter, as if you cared much for it, or anything. You do not ask me to hurry my arrangements, nor was it worth while, the time will roll round and gradually they will become complete.
Do you still find it lonely and wearisome? With sickness added it must be tedious. But you have not said you would be glad if I were there, and so I have no excuse for hurrying. My impatience of all these irksome things inflicts a special discipline, well devised no doubt for present and future benefit. Ah, my love, you do not miss me much, not as I have you! "But travelers must be content. Aye, be so, good Touchstone!"
Yesterday Judge Morgan rode up in the rain, simply to call on me and send his regards to you. I urged him to stay over night, but he could not. So many have said Banks was dead and buried. I told Shaffer, who scouted all future attempts on his part, that in one year he would again be an object of admiration. In less time he rises, not with "twenty mortal gashes on his head," but from defeat and the basest stigma on his character to take a seat in the Senate. Judge Morgan says he will be sent from Louisiana. Could anything be more delightful to him or Mrs. Banks? Those lovely lace dresses will make the Washington ladies wince with envy. Sustained by Seward, and coming in with a new beginning of the Administration, what position could be better? Morgan says McClellan has not a chance, that his letter has killed him, that he is not a peace but a war democrat, and that his